

Additional Ratings 

Instrument Rating 

The instrument rating, which equips you with the exacting skills needed to fly in the clouds and under conditions of reduced visibility, is the most frequent "next step" taken by private pilots seeking to advance their aeronautical education, like graduate school following your ”Bachelors” Private Pilot certificate. 

Some instructors advocate moving straight into instrument training after earning the private pilot certificate. Others suggest waiting awhile until you have built up flying time, solidified your skills in the airplane, and gaining confidence as a pilot to tackle instrument training with more assurance. There are no hard and fast rules. It's really a matter of your own comfort level. Pilots on a fast-track training program for a career in aviation move right into instrument flying. Others may want to concentrate on improving their fair weather flying skills before adding the complexity of weather flying. 

Although the instrument rating is widely considered one of the hardest to attain -- a tough written exam and hours of rigorous dual flight instruction stand between the new instrument student and the rating -- it also is among the most rewarding.  Intended to prepare pilots for flying in poor weather, with reference only to the instruments inside the cockpit, the rating also hones all basic flying skills to tighter tolerances. The instrument training makes you a sharper pilot. 

With an instrument rating, light airplanes become practical transportation tools. 

Choose the training method that makes you most comfortable and that allows you to learn at your own best pace. Cessna’s “Cleared For The Approach” Instrument CBI course provides a superior method of both acquiring and understanding the required aeronautical knowledge and completing a thorough, integrated flight curriculum. 

The cost of earning your rating can vary pretty widely, as can the number of flying hours it takes.   You can earn your Instrument Rating from Delaware Skyways, as an FAA-approved Part 141 Flight School, in forth (40) hours of instruction. Generally speaking, you should expect to pay approximately $6,400 and spend three to four months in training, flying about three times a week totaling.  if you go about it sporadically, it probably will end up requiring more total training hours and costing you more in the long run. Your progress will depend a lot upon your own aptitude and how diligently you keep at it.
The Multi-Engine Rating 

Another common upgrade to the private pilot certificate is the multi-engine rating. This qualifies you to fly airplanes with two or more engines. The multi is a virtual necessity for pilots planning a career in aviation. Some people fly twins-which tend to be faster and carry more than singles-for personal and business use. Twins also offer the reassurance of a second engine, especially when flying at night, in poor weather, or over water or mountains. Be advised, though, that most companies won't rent a multiengine airplane to you unless you also have an instrument rating. 

The multiengine rating is one of the quickest and most economical add-on ratings for pilots to pursue. If you're willing to spend $2500 to $3100 and a week of intensive training, you can walk away with a multiengine rating. A written exam is not required. If you really want to become a safe and proficient multi-engine pilot, you should take your time and follow a thorough training program. They are very safe in the hands of a skilled and competent pilot but can be unforgiving with an inexperienced beginner at the controls. Much of the multi-engine flight training curriculum centers on handling such emergency situations.  Everything considered (aircraft, instructor time, books, etc.) you should be able to earn it for less than $3100 and about ten hours of instruction. 

The Commercial Certificate 

Even if you don't plan to fly for a living, like the instrument rating, the commercial hones basic flying skills. 

The written exam, although similar in many ways to the private pilot test, is more difficult and covers added areas pertaining to commercial aviation. The candidate for a commercial certificate must perform additional types of maneuvers and fly with more smoothness and more precision than a private pilot. He or she also must demonstrate additional flying experience, including substantial cross-country flying time to other away airports. 

From an FAA approved school, as Part 141 facility like Delaware Skyways, the Commercial certificate can be earned in 190 total flight hours.  Remember, your Private Pilot training and Instrument training all count toward your Commercial flight time minimums.  A Commercial certificate can be earned for an additional $7,300, assuming a 50/50 split of training time between aircraft and simulation.  If you have earned a multi-engine fating, the commercial will cost you approximately $4,250.

The CFI Certificate 

When you do decide that you want to fly for a living, even part time, you will start out as a certified flight instructor. It's in the cockpit of trainers that most civilian-trained professional pilots begin before moving on to corporate aviation, commuters, and the major airlines. 

Although considered a flight-time building occupation by many on their way to airline jobs, flight instructing is the most important job in aviation. The future of the industry-and the safety of the skies-depends upon the people who train the pilots. Your first instructor made impressions upon you that will last throughout your entire flying career. 

You can work on your flight instructor certificate right here at Delaware Skyways.  It will cost you another $2,000 or so to become a CFI. To find out more about becoming a flight instructor, first discuss it with your own instructor and other CFI’s at Delaware Skyways, then contact the National Association of Flight Instructors in Dublin, Ohio, at 614/889-6148.

After earning your CFI, continue on to the Instrument Instructor rating, CFI-I, and Multi-engine Instructor, MEI.  Or earn a Rotorcraft-Helicopter rating, or a Seaplane Rating.  Learn to fly sailplanes – gliders!

Your imagination is your only limit!












